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Program Summary 

The Rural and Regional Studies Department was formed as part of Southwest Minnesota State 
University’s Center for Rural and Regional Studies.  The department offers an 18 credit minor in 
Geography and an 18 credit minor in Rural and Regional Studies.  A minor in Geography requires 18 
credits; a minor in Rural and Regional Studies requires 18 credits.   
 

 
Faculty 

The program has one tenured faculty.  
 
 
This proposal recommends the Rural and Regional Studies minor and Geography 
minor be discontinued, and that the Rural and Regional Studies Department be 
dissolved.  The tenured faculty member would be retrenched.   
 
 

 
Statistical Profile / Synopsis 

The attached documents include: Instructional Cost Study data, five-year enrollments, number of majors 
by department, degrees awarded, College Now data, Liberal Arts Curriculum (LAC) numbers, faculty 
salaries without summer session, and re-assigned time.  
 
Total headcount in Rural and Regional (Geography) courses in academic year 2006 was 289; in 2011 the 
number was 260. The Student FYE for FY10 is 1.6. 96% (250) of the enrollments for FY10 are sited  
in 2 classes ( RURL101 and RURL351). There are no majors in this program. The program has 1 course in 
College Now and 0 courses in LAC. No degrees were awarded in Rural and Regional Studies. 
 
Per the Instructional Cost Study, the cost of lower-division instruction in the Program has risen from 
$1,409 per FYE in FY 06 (the MnSCU System average was $1,689) to $1,632 in FY 09 (the System 
average was $1,778).  Over the same period, the total loss within the allocation model for the Program in 
lower-division courses rose from a net gain of $4,513 to 0.  
 
Upper-division courses in Rural and Regional Studies saw costs decline from $3,811 in FY 06 (the MnSCU 
System average was $2,759) to $2,319 in FY 09 (the System average was $3,157).  Over the same 
period, the total instructional costs changed for the Program in upper-division courses.  In FY 06, Rural 
and Regional Studies lost $937.  In FY 09, the Program gained $2,730 in funding. 
 
 

 
Relevant System Data 

SMSU is one of three four-year state institutions that offer coursework in Geography. 
 
 
 
 



  
Rationale 

The five-year enrollment/fiscal data provided in the accompanying documents, staffing needs, current 
budget realities and the need to reallocate resources for maximum service to students and their 
continued success, have led to the proposal to discontinue the Rural and Regional Studies program.  
As indicated in the above figures, there is no sustained student demand for this particular program.  The 
Faculty, in its recent revision of the Liberal Arts Core, eliminated the Rural and Regional Studies 
graduation requirement.   
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